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part of the country. A striking example of this is provided
by the Jainas, who slowly attained a status as high as that
of the Brahmanas in learning and politics, and as that
of the Kshatriyas in war. Their sadhus contested the
Brahmanical superiority in matters cultural, though they
never came near overthrowing it. They were ardent
students, prolific writers, and indefatigable preachers of
ethical principles, especially of ahinsa. They opened the
doors of learning to many for whom they would other-
wise have remained closed. Somesvara, a Brahmana,
Pralhadana, a Paramara Rajput and Jaina sadhus like
Jayasinha, had, irrespective of their differing commu-
nities, a common literary training, tradition and ambition.
A Modha Vanika, Hemacandra, was the greatest scholar
of the age. '	g ft ^[h 5^6
The absence of a rigid religious basis for society made
the absorption or tolerance of foreign elements in the social
organism easy. The Magi of Persia became the Maga
Brahmanas. On more than one occasion, Mussalmans were
converted to Hinduism and were absorbed. Fugitives from
Persia found a home in Gujarata. Mussalman traders and
mercenaries from several parts of Asia and Africa came
and settled in the country, and lived peacefully with their
neighbours. ^ £/	*ft?&,
Gujarata maintained its catholic traditions throughout
this whole period. The social structure does not appear to
have been very rigid. Caste was not so hide-bound as at a
later period, and intermarriages were very frequent.
Widow-remarriage was not banned. Adult marriage ap-
pears to have been the rule. The people on the whole
were spirited and happy, and, for the times, cultured.
Under the strong rule of Patana, they became united
and powerful; and the name Gurjaradesa, adopted for
the country by its kings, gave them conscious unity. The
various communities began to live a uniform life, and
their culture acquired an individuality of its own. The
ancient Aryan colonies were thus inspired by a tradition
and cultural self-consciousness peculiarly their own. And
Gujarata was born,

